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Two years ago, the Colombian government embarked on a cease-fire with several leftist groups.
However, violence by rebels, soldiers and paid assassins was renewed before President Virgilio
Barco Vargas assumed office last year. In an effort to promote long-term pacification, the
Barco Vargas administration has prepared a development initiative, called the "Program for
Rehabilitation, Normalization and Reconciliation." The new program focuses on the social and
economic roots of rural and urban unrest, rather than peace negotiations. According to NEW YORK
TIMES correspondent Alan Riding (01/26/87), more than $1 billion will be spent during Barco's
four-year term on roads, schools and health clinics in depressed regions, affecting 35% of national
territory and 10% of Colombia's 27 million people. The program aims at removing the justification of
rebel activities, and as development brings stability, to facilite integration of the rebels into national
life. Roots of the guerrilla movement are found in a civil war between Liberals and Conservatives,
resulting in the death of 200,000 people between 1948 and 1958. By 1960 some Liberals had shifted
to the left while new Marxist-Leninist groups began to emerge. By 1982, the April 19 Movement, or
M-19 had won considerable popularity. The previous government's cease-fire and general amnesty
followed by peace negotiations was not supported by the military. The cease-fire nonetheless
survived. For instance, the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) formed a coalition with
the local Communist Party, called the Patriotic Union, and took 14 seats in last year's congressional
elections. Since then, the extreme right has killed 342 Patriotic Union leaders, including a senator
and two congressmen. The FARC has subsequently abandoned the cease-fire.
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